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Special Guest Post by A.A.C. Puryear
(Enjoy this post? Read other articles contributed by A.A.C.)

Remember a time when tag referred to that children’s game, the words “friend” and “message” weren’t
used as verbs, the phrase “wall post” made absolutely no sense, and poking a person was not just a
click away? Yeah, that wasn’t as long ago as it might feel.

Facebook.com has grown vastly in its four-year lifespan. When Mark Zuckerberg created the site in his
sophomore year at Harvard in 2004, its only members were his fellow students in the Ivy League
school, but now it has expanded all around the world, available to anyone over 13 with an email
address. Facebook even has its own company headquarters in Palo Alto, California!

Facebook has been an appealing way for young people all over the world to interact with each other in
all sorts of new ways. Site users have the opportunity to show their own personal photos and videos to
all their friends in an easy manner, join and create groups for specific interests, cause, and inside
jokes, advertise upcoming events, and above
all, communicate with their friends online in
perhaps one of the easiest ways possible. No
longer do we have to save email addresses and
AIM screen names to keep in contact with
people we don’t see on a regular basis. On
Facebook, all we have to do is enter a friend’s
name into a search bar and add him or her to
our friend list, now known as “friending” (spell
check didn’t like that one), and we can say
something to them via message, wall post, or
Facebook chat. And ever since the arrival of the
multitude of new Facebook applications, site
users can do all sorts of crazy things with their
profile, whether it be making or taking a quiz a
quiz, sending a friend a fake drink, or encouraging others to take a side in the ongoing battle of Pirates
vs. Ninjas.

With photography being a hobby of mine, I’ve personally enjoyed the relaxing ease of being able to
share all sorts of pictures with my friends, yet my favorite ability that Facebook gives me is the one for
which it was primarily made. Being able to communicate quickly and easily with my friends in faraway
places have been revolutionary. While sitting in the college dorm room, I felt no distance from my high
school friends, despite the fact that they were actually in different states. Even my dad got a Facebook
account when he was deployed to Kosovo during my senior year of high school as a way to keep in
touch with my brother and me.

With Facebook being such a popular way for people to communicate electronically, I can only help but
ponder the site’s future. Will it be just another fad of
a decade like disco music or Beanie Babies? Or will
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Anonymous said:

another great post.
Anyway, as to your question, I think Facebook is definitely here to stay. The whole site is
constantly ahead of the curve of any of its possible competitors, and while other sites are
exploding internationally, Facebook has won the hearts of americans everywhere, and they're
just very comfortable with it. Unlike Myspace which is very age-specific, facebook is allowing
itself to grow with its initial college audience into the working world and beyond.

Could something better come out? Maybe, but I sure as hell can't think of it.

mike said:

hmm, something about the way that everyone gets so mad about facebook and has such a
love/hate relationship with it makes me think that it is just perfect for our society. We seem to
embrace the things that fulfill our needs while also sorta pissing us off. Keeps us on our toes.

Good article!

lisa said:

ehh, idk, I feel like too many people hate facebook to let it last. And so many people want it out
of their lives the second they get caught up in it.

it instead bear a presence in the years to come like
the cell phone, which has been continually modified
year after year to fit more comfortably into our
lifestyles?

It’s possible in that in the years to come, we may
look at Facebook as one of those crazy things we
did as kids. After all, it wouldn’t be the first time that
something that was once so popular became either
a thing of the past or a rare novelty in the present.
When was the last time you caught a flick at the
drive-in movie theater or played with a yo-yo?
Facebook could be replaced by something more
appealing to society or people could just lose
interest, or worse, something could happen to it that
would shut it down for good.

However, I hope and expect that Facebook is here to stay and will evolve in ways to meet our needs
even more. We continue to adapt our technology in ways never before thought possible that make our
lives more convenient both personally and professionally. Take a look at the Internet for example.
Once upon a time, it was a place with few website and the only way to connect to it was to hook the
phone line into the computer, leaving you with a slow connection and temporarily disabled telephone.
Now, we can access the Internet at incredible speeds from our laptops wherever a wireless hotspot is
available to view multitudes of sites. Companies can create sites to sell their goods online as well as in
the store, and average people like you and me can build their own sites to express themselves in
whatever fashion they choose.

And it seems that Facebook is already preparing itself for the future. For example, the iPhone has a
Facebook application separate from the Internet;
you can go straight to Facebook as you would
for AOL Instant Messenger. And maybe
Facebook will find its way into the working world.
After all, twenty years ago people didn’t use
email to communicate with colleagues and
clients, but in the present day, it’s almost
impossible to not use email in some work
situations. Perhaps Facebook could fill some
unforeseen practical need in our professional
lives.

Now, I’m interested to read what you think on
the subject. Feel free to post comments on how
you think Facebook will affect society. Is it just a
fad or will it be used in the future? If used in the future, in what ways?
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ali said:

holler, i think facebook is coming out with a new layout tomorrow, or at least this is what digg
tells me. how do you feel about this adaption?

Anonymous said:

hmm, not seeing anything new on fb today, hopefully soon.

Facebook is here to stay though, i can guarantee it. It's just so damn practical and useful.

jen said:

I just cannot even imagine a world without facebook, it seems so foreign to me. I don't even
want to think about it, ahh!

Anonymous said:

mm A.A.C strikes again!

It's hard to think about any challenges to facebook, in the sense that it seems to always exist
and it fills a societal role so clearly that it need not be replaced or updated. But still, we know
from basic analysis of technology that things change or update all the time, and at increasingly
faster rates. I think we just don't have the vision to say what will replace facebook, but it might
still be in the same style of facebook, whatever it is. Idk if that makes sense, but yea

A.A.C said:

Well, thanks to PopSense's most recent post, I have actually been able to see this new
Facebook layout. Haven't decided how I feel about it yet; little trippy at first, but as I started
getting used to it, it looked like it had the potential to be more user-friendly. Once again, ahead
of the curve.

It will be interesting to see if anyone tries to actually compete with the site. I had heard once
upon a time of a social networking site like Facebook and MySpace that actually paid people to
have profiles on it, but I guess it never really caught on, because no one seems to be using it. I
think the hardest part for any competitor is just the fact that so many people already have a
Facebook account. Sure, maybe there could be a better site at some point in time, but what's
the point of switching to a different site if everyone is using the old one? It defeats the purpose
of a site dedicated to connecting people.

Dang, this is a long comment. I feel like I could write a whole article on the potential for
Facebook challengers. Maybe another day...

Thanks to all of you who put in your responses. It's really cool to read what the readers think.

NYC said:

Facebook will fade. It's social. You can't use it at work.

The next thing will come out, and facebook will become obsolete... like myspace has become.

Anonymous said:

it's interesting to think about. even some of the websites that feel like they've been around
forever are bound to fade in and out. it doesn't mean that something with a similar networking
idea won't come out. it's been the same thing since myspace, only adapted. if it fades, it will be
more like cell phone companies that have come about and then fallen. the same basic idea has
been around since myspace, it's just getting a lot more convenient.
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great article by the way

Newer Post Older Post

August 31, 2008

Leave your response!

Comment as: Select profile...

Post Comment  Preview

Home

PopSense™ is a trademark of Jeff Luppino-Esposito and PopSense Media, and the contents of this website are protected under Creative Commons 3.0 Original theme by Michael Jubel | Converted by DigitalMail theme by
Tmwwtw

Facebook: Trendy Fad or Factor of the Future? | POPSENSE http://www.popsense.com/2008/07/facebook-trendy-fad-or-facto...

4 of 4 2/11/11 5:32 PM


