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Hello America, WHO are you?

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2008 LEAVE A COMMENT

I A M A.A.C. Puryear STAFF WRITER
P O P Happy Thanksgiving everyone!
S E N S E = I've decided to come out of my leave of absence for a

tiny bit for a special holiday article. After all, with today
being Turkey Day and with a slew of different holidays
just on the horizon, | couldn’t help but think to myself
how much these specific times of the year really affect
our behavior. For some socially accepted reason,
everyone in the country takes chunks of time out of his
or her life, drops whatever else is going on (within
reason of course), and partakes in some form of

DO NOT READ THIS POST celebration traditionally associated with that particular
This is probably a gimmick...[MIORE] holiday. Why do we do it? It’s just that time of year!

Personally, | don’t have a problem with this. It's one
way we can all connect and relate to one another, as
well as share in the different celebratory traditions each
of us has. Plus, | have no objection to having a break
from school and work and what have you. Goodness, the thing I'm most thankful for right now is the
fact | have a little time off from school to see family and friends, eat amazing food, and make a brief
return to PopSense.

But given how often my mind wanders to completely trivial and unnecessary comparisons of things, a
question floated through my brain and sparked my curiosity: Which holiday could be described as the
most American? What day brings out a particular behavior in individuals that strongly resonates with

SUBMIT To the characteristics of the generalized typical American?
ﬁ I've thought a tiny bit about this, and | have come up with a list of holidays that | believe best bring out
some of the habits and rituals for which Americans are generally known. Also, as a disclaimer, there
POPSENSE are a number of national holidays that | do deem important days of awareness and recognition in our
country (e.g. Martin Luther King Day, Veteran’s Day, D-Day, etc) that | have not included only because
| am looking for holidays that encourage a specified type of celebratory behavior.
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10. New Year’s Eve: Despite the fact that there has already been
much cause for celebration by the time this day rolls around,
people still want to party. To me, this embodies Manifest Destiny:
we had some land already, but it was our God-given right to go
out west and find more. Ironically, the big spectacle of New Year’s
Eve takes place in New York City, part of the original 13 colonies.
Maybe this philosophy served well to make America as big as it is
today, but when applied to winter festivities, it just makes New
Year’s a let down when you try to make it more than it actually is.
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9. Easter: While this is the single-most important holiday in Christianity, as far as American behavior

goes, | have to put in 9th place. Families get together, people go to church, and children go on Easter
egg hunts. It's all very well and good, but nothing strongly American stands out. Granted, | do believe
that this last custom teaches our youth about capitalism very early on. Sure, everyone can get Easter
eggs, but the ones who find the most, get the most. Anyone can open a business, but whoever is the

most successful gets the most money.

8. Hanukah: For 8 nights, the Jews commemorate a
time in which the Maccabees rebelled against the
powerful forces that oppressed them, like how colonial
Americans handled the British monarchy. They celebrate
by lighting candles, a practice that was once common at
concerts until the invention of the cell phone. They also
eat a lot of interesting foods fried in oil (similar to fast

Previous Question: What is the new alt? (See food, totally American!) and they exchange gifts.

All Previous Poll Results Here) However, since only about 2.5% of the American
population is Jewish, it does not have the mass
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behavior-influencing effects of the holidays | am about to
mention.

7. Valentine’s Day: Originally, this holiday honored St. Valentine, an early Christian martyr. Now, it's
day in which love-struck admirers buy gifts for their sweethearts. How is this American? To show your
love, you buy something! Plus, the gifts exchanged usually aren’t practical. Chocolates, flowers, and
cards... ah, its consumerism at its finest. The only reason this isn’t higher on the list is because most
people (like me) usually regard the 14th of February as “Single’s Awareness Day” and thus don’t
spend too much time partaking in this influx of consumer behavior.

6. Memorial Day: In honor of those who have valiantly fought for our freedom, we get a day off from

our normal lives and celebrate these freedoms by gathering as families and friends and enjoying the

arrival of summer with cookouts and sporting events. Need | also add that the food typically served is
hot dogs and hamburgers. 100% authentic American food.

5 and 4. St. Patrick’s Day and Halloween: | lump these two
together because | realized there are strikingly similar. For
starters, both holidays encourage you to wear specific apparel,
whether it's the color green or a ridiculous costume. Secondly,
both children and young adults partake in the festivities on these
days but by incredibly different means. The youngsters pinch each
other if they’re not wearing green and go door-to-door collecting
candy, while the not-so-young folks party and drink. Basically, both
holidays spark a heightened concern for fashion and a great deal
of consumption. Halloween takes the higher slot simply because
most people actually go out and buy costumes (more
consumerism! YAY!) and it has no association with another
country and leprechauns.

3. The Fourth of July: The holiday bears a lot of similarities to the
aforementioned Memorial Day in that it is a very patriotic day, it's
celebrated in the summer time, and it's a time when people
consume some of USA's finest traditional delicacies. Why does it take the higher rank? One word:
fireworks. People love the remarkable display of this fancy explosive, and it's a big showboat-y way to
say how happy we are about our freedom. We're all about big spectacle here in the states.

2. Christmas: Yeah, I'm sure you knew this would be
pretty high up there. Christmas is perhaps the most
commercialized holiday in the country. We pretty
much celebrate it for an entire month by showing off
how high we can make our electric bills with our
elaborate lights and various other kinds of
decorations (spectacle!), spending outrageous
amounts of time and money in stores buying a gift for
everyone you can think of (consumerism!), and sitting
in front of the TV watching all kinds of Christmas
specials (being lazy couch potatoes!). Plus, with
abundant Christmas songs and decorations
anywhere you go, you can't help but get this warm feeling of hope even as you get closer to the winter
solstice, the darkest and coldest day of the year. Hope: just what the president-elect promised!

So what holiday could elicit more American-like behavior than Christmas? Which holidays could pack
in almost all of the national characteristics I've sort of described in the past nine holidays? I'll give you
a hint... it's today!

1. Thanksgiving: You probably saw this coming. If you're not on the same page as me, think about it.
On Thanksgiving, people eat copious amounts of food, thus representing how Americans like to eat.
When we're not eating, we're sitting with our families watching football, the good ol’ American sport, or
the Macy’s Day parade, another fine example of America’s love for big spectacles. As for the
consumerism, think about it. Thanksgiving leads to Black Friday, the day in which people go crazy
buying all kinds of gifts for the upcoming holiday season.

But seriously, despite all my pseudo-cynicism of America, this holiday represents a time in which our
ancestors braved harsh conditions in a strangenew land and shared a meal with the native who helped
them beat the struggle. It'd a time for unity and appreciating the success of past trials.

And like other national holidays, even the ones | chose to exclude in this list, it's a day in which we can
give thanks for all the wonderful things this country has given us over the years. The freedoms and
opportunities we wouldn’t have otherwise, our loving friends and family, and of course, lots and lots of
food.

And a new one for me this year: all you PopSenthusiasts. | really enjoy reading what each and every
one of you has to say about my articles, and I'd love to know what you think about this one. Do you
agree with my list? Do you have one of your own? What holiday do you think is the most American and
why?
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Ryan said:

http://www.popsense.com/2008/11/hello-america-who-are-you.html

woah, cool list! hmm, i feel you make a good move with putting thanksgiving above christmas
although christmas is very 'american' in a lot of ways, since thanksgiving isn't religious that
makes it the ultimate. Granted, | feel like it's pretty much a final showdown between
Thanksgiving and Fourth of July... though, as you made pretty clear, 4th of July and Memorial
Day are pretty much the same deal so that hurts them, splits the vote.

Anyway, great article!

kelly anne said:

November 27, 2008

corbin! we miss your articles. another winner, as usual.

Dan said:

November 27, 2008

mm yes, fair reasoning all around, i'd agree that thanksgiving is the winner... tho i'm probably
bias as i stuff turkey down my throat

Michael said:

November 27, 2008

i think my vote will always have to go for christmas at the number 1 spot-- all the gift giving, it's
capitalist heaven. Also, christmas, at least of late, supplants thanksgiving in so many different
ways, you barely even see thanksgiving existing anymore besides it being a preamble to
christmas. Cool topic though, interesting question indeed!

Melissa said:

November 27, 2008

| can aac clearly now the rain is gone! Happy thanksgiving popsense!

Lisa said:

epic article, great list!

Glen said:

November 27, 2008

November 27, 2008

haha, good pick up on Valentines day, very interesting points all around!

November 27, 2008
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