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Pokémon Life Lessons: The Parable of the
Magikarp
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STAFF WRITER

So back in December, | mentioned that some of
the best things | learned in life didn’t come from
classes, but from just being in college. However,
when | was ten years old still sporting big glasses
and the first round of braces on my teeth, | didn’t
have the general college experience to educate
me. Instead, these life lessons came from a small
red cartridge wedged into my GameBoy. Yes,
Pokémon, while keeping me entertained during my
pre-adolescent car trips, taught me what | couldn’t
learn in that hunk of time between lunch and
recess at school.

One such tutorial came in a time in which my little
pixilated Pokémon trainer would sit on the beaches
of Vermillion City and fish with the Old Rod to catch
the semi-rare water Pokémon Magikarp. Now, for
those not familiar with the game, let me tell you that Magikarp is a downright pitiful creature. It has
terrible stats and the only move it knows until level 15 is “Splash”, which does ABSOLUTELY
NOTHING. It's completely useless! The fish has so few apparent redeemable qualities that | was
convinced that even Jesus Christ hated the Magikarp.

Well, speaking of Jesus, he tells a pretty cool story called the Parable of the Mustard Seed. Here’s a
copy of it, as printed in the New International Version of the Bible’s Matthew 13:31-32:

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is
the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air come and perch in it branches.

All right, Jesus, | think you might be on to
something here. If a small mustard seed can
become a big tree that supports bird life, then
maybe | can expect the same out of my
Magikarp. If I have faith in the feeble guy and
help it grow, it will eventually become something
strong. Sure, it'll be an arduous struggle of
putting Magikarp in the front line of each battle
only to swap it out for a Pokémon that can
actually fight so that it can get experience, but
yeah, I'll give it a try.

Hmm, that worked great! It turns out that
Magikarp, at level 20, evolves into the ferocious
water/flying Pokémon Gyrados, who just
happens to be a total beast. It has some of the
best stats of any Pokémon in the entire game,
can learn a number of awesome moves, and
you can make this evolution occur pretty early
in the game and thus use Gyrados to kick some
serious ass the rest of the way through it. Plus, if Pokémon were actually real, I'm pretty certain that a
trained Gyrados would even be a better wingman than Aladdin’s Magic Carpet. Sure, Gyrados
doesn’t have the Carpet’s subtlety, but it can still fly you and your date around, and seeing how tough
you can be handling a gargantuan, fearsome dragon has to be a huge turn-on for any Nurse Joy out
there.

As Borat would say, “Great success!” Thanks a bundle, Jesus! In fact, you've inspired me to write my
own parable: The Parable of the Magikarp:

Once upon a time, a Pokémon trainer caught a Magikarp. Magikarp was a weak and useless
Pokémon, but the trainer had compassion for the little guy and saw it for its full potential, so he forced
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his team of Pokémon to work harder for less experience to help the little Magikarp and thus enhance
the collective team (which proves that communism can be successfully employed in small institutions
like a team of six Pokémon and not entire
countries run by jerks named Joseph Stalin or
Fidel Castro). Then one day, after all that hard
work, Magikarp evolved into the powerful
Gyrados and helped the trainer and the rest of
the Pokémon defeat the Elite Four on Indigo
Plateau. They were all so elated that Gyrados
flew the trainer to the nearest PokéCenter,
where the trainer went up to Nurse Joy and
said, “Hey baby, | just became a Pokémon
Champ and to celebrate, I'm gonna take you
out and show you a whole new world on my
flying Gyrados.

And everyone lived happily ever after. The End.

Well, that was swell! | got to write a short story with almost the same plot as the classic Ugly Duckling,
and | got to indirectly express my love for American democracy at the same time!

Oh right, | learned something from all this. Was it to go out to my

grandfather’s pond, catch a fish, and raise it in hopes that it would
become a giant, blue Chinese dragon? Hell no. | learned the value
of perseverance. If you work hard enough at something worthwhile
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even if it's difficult at first, you will eventually be successful with it.
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Q4,176 Hard work pays off!
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references including an old video game player’s guide and the
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evolution without being the slightest bit controversial. AAC=EPIC
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Rebecca said:

hahah this is great, lesson learned indeed!

January 10, 2009

Jenn said:

mm pokemon + jesus = popsense approved!!

January 10,2009

Brian said:

hahaha i remember all of this so vividly! what a pertinent life lesson!

January 10, 2009

Anonymous said:

yesss, so much pokemon love, and such a good point!

January 10,2009

Jeff Luppino-Esposito said:

that'a boy aac, you make those life comparisons to the shittiest pokemon ever who turns into the
fucking man, hell yeah-- slow and steady wins the race-- the ugly duckling (as you mentioned) --
the story of PopSense's success?

January 10,2009
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Anonymous said:
what a classic, thank you aac for that treat!

January 10, 2009

Diane said:

awesome article!

January 10,2009

Anonymous said:

noob, magikarps are COMMON LOL NOOB!!!1111111
haha

January 13,2009

Anonymous said:
Magikarp isn't useless. It's the Gandhi of Pokemon. As everyone one is battling, Magikarp wages
a peaceful protest. Magikarp could teach us all something about life. Why wasting it fighting when

you can have an equal amount of fun sitting in a puddle and using splash.

January 22,2010

Leave your response!

Who links to my website? Enter your comment...

Comment as: | Google Account *
Publish Preview

Newer Post Home Older Post

PopSense™ is a trademark of Jeff Luppino-Esposito and PopSense Media, and the contents of this website are protected under Creative Commons 3.0 Original theme by Michael Jubel | Converted by
DigitalMail theme by Tmwwitw

www .popsense.com/2009/01/pokmon-life-lessons-parable-of-magikarp.html 3/3



