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S E N S E L So lately, | have come to a very unfortunate

realization: My email account is under attack. The
original blow must have occurred years ago,
unbeknownst to me, when the first bit of chain mail
declared war against my inbox and has rallied
numerous troops ever since to the point that they
have successfully invaded and taken over.

However, this is not my PopSense email account
DO NOT READ THIS POST (which means there is plenty of room in that inbox
. o to email me at aacpuryear.staff@popsense.com!),
This is probably a gimmick.. but my personal email account where messages
from the three F’s (family, friends, and Facebook)
will diligently wedge their way in the junk-mail-occupied “Received Items” folder. After a while, | finally
came to an agreement with the conquering digital army when | discovered how to effectively use the
search function, in which | could easily bypass the phalanxes of mass-produced emails to get to the
personal messages sent by the important people in my life after they had been buried away in my
inbox. | had made peace by simply ignoring the excess mail that found its way to my account.
Only that didn’t last long.

After a day of particular boredom, | came across an email from someone with an actual name, not
some desperate company, bearing the subject line “The 4 Traits of a Cool Guy”. He also had sent
me a lot of other mass-produced impersonal emails about how guys can be more successful with
girls and the dating world in general. After having a quick laugh at this, | decided it might serve my
boredom well to read what this guy had to say. For the sake of Internet privacy, this messenger will
be merely referred to by a nickname derived from the content of the emails and his initials: Dame’s
Dude.

So | read, and | came to realize there was a remarkable truth
in what this online guru was saying. | started thinking about
my past encounters with girls whom | was romantically
interested, both my successes and my failures, and | began
to see exactly why events had happened the way they did.
Sure, | hadn’t solved the mystery as to why girls act the way
they do (honestly, what guy has?), but | felt like | might have
made some headway.

Hipster Wife Hunting: Memes in

a2l - mA__ 12 __ __

POPSENSE POLL

Online Surveys & Market Research

| started to notice a distinct trend with these emails: they
e 7l would always end with Dame’s Dude saying something to the
INCLUDES: 2N effect of if | wanted to know more about “the secrets of

E;ﬁh;o:ggﬁ women” then | should go to his website and buy his e-books
BOYS and programs on how to essentially “double my dates”. To
= CHATTING this day, I've never followed this particular advice, but the
UP GIRLS closings of each of these messages did make me realize
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something about...
Our culture (surprise, surprise).

This era of time has often been called the Information Age, and justifiably so. With the advances
made in both technology and society, people have access to all kinds of information, and we have
come to value this info for whatever reasons we may have. Maybe we want it so we are better
equipped for a particular type of job; people who aspire to be doctors spend years in medical school
learning what it takes to practice medicine. Or maybe we just have a strong attraction to a certain
subject and we always crave to more about it; | always remember summer mornings of walking into
the living room to see my sports fanatic of a brother watching SportsCenter as he ate his breakfast.
Or perhaps we just want to be more knowledgeable in general on a particular issue; | imagine not
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depending on our personality, and they have
utilized it for the sake of business. Let’s use the
Dame’s Dude himself as an example: he was
probably thinking one day, “Hmmm, | know a lot
about dating and what attracts girls to guys, and
I'm sure there are all sorts of bros out there that
crash and burn any time they go up to talk to an
attractive woman at a party. Maybe | can help
them out... if they’re willing to spare a few
bucks.”

And so he created an online business in which
he sells DVDs and books and other things of
that nature that help men everywhere succeed
in the dating world. The mass-produced emails
that | have received are simply a marketing tool
he uses to expand his business of information.

Now, you’ve probably realized this guy isn’t the
only person to do this. Just turn on the TV and flip
to the Food Network, the Discovery Channel, or
even the TV Guide Channel. All of these networks
air shows that are simply providing information to
people because they know there is a market for it.
And what about all those folks out there that have
published some form of a self-help book? The
“For Dummies” books come to mind, because |
always get a kick out of reading them when |
happen to walk into a Barnes and Noble. The
bottom line is there are people out there who have
discovered not only that information is valuable to
the American public but that they themselves have
specific information, possibly never-before-seen,

for which people are willing to pay money.

It's capitalism at its finest, folks. Anyone can start a business if they believe they have a product the
general public is willing to buy, even if that product is an abstract intangible good such as information.

Now did | say anyone? Yes, ANYONE. Meaning, if you have come to realize that you possess some
sort of knowledge that people might want to know, you can make a profit off of it. Perhaps you are
quite skilled in a particular martial art. Maybe you can teach it to people in your community through
private classes. Maybe you have invented recipes to some unique dishes that all of your family and
friends praise excessively. Perhaps you could publish a cookbook.

What if you think you have access to a lot of
information about pop culture and you think you
can present it to an audience in a fresh and
creative manner through articles, videos, and
polls? Maybe you could create a website for
everyone to see you handiwork... but that’s
crazy talk now.

Fortunately, PopSense won't charge you for
visiting the site and appreciating what it has to
offer. However, I'm willing to make my own little
deal with you. | am starting to get the
impression that you who read my articles very
much like it when | take something in society
and find some crazy way to relate to our
culture. For the most part, I've been the one
picking these events and they’ve been pretty random: burgers, Snoop Dogg, Facebook, you get the
idea. Now, it's time for a change.

Early in this post | inserted a shameless plug to email me at aacpuryear.staff@popsense.com. Now |
give you a reason: if you read or hear about some interesting incident or characteristic about our
country that you think | could turn into an analysis of our culture, let me know. You'll get to contribute
to the website you've enjoyed reading and I'll have a fun time writing what | hope to be an interesting
article. In fact, | want to see if anyone can stump me on this. So bring on the information, folks! And
in return, | will give you even more.

Lastly, in all fairness to Dame’s Dude and his oblivious support in creating this article, | feel inclined to

provide a link to the man’s website, especially for all the guys out there who might be interested.
www.doubleyourdates.com
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Rebecca said:

ahh, i get so many of those emails! | like the way you turned it around, very cool!
hmm, maybe you can write about... the act of 'doing laundry' and why you have to do it so often?

Ryan said:

cool article, we're totally on the same page man!

If i could suggest something, it would probably be anything related to gas prices. It's such a
confusing business and if you could do something with a comedic twist on how to make sense of

it, that'd be cool.

October 17,2008

Anonymous said:

AAC rocks my socks

October 17,2008

Michael said:
Dame's Dude-- | wish | was him!
haha, funny article man.

| can't think of anything to suggest, ahh

October 17,2008

Diane said:

go AAC!

mm, a challenge.

Let's think.

How 'bout.

Homework... necessary or not?

October 17,2008

Brenda said:

00 000 0000, write about hotdogs as a follow up to the hamburger article!

October 17,2008

A.A.C. said:

Awesome! You folks have some great ideas. Time for me to get back to work!

October 17,2008
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